alive by
infected
tattoo

Investigation
as horror bug
nearly kills

Samoan man

DAVID DICKENS

DOCTORS watched in horror as a
flesh-eating disease ravaged the body
of a man who was hours from death
after bemng infected during Samoan
tattoo sessions.

The victim — one of three young
Samoan men hospitalised after the
traditional tattooing went horribly
wrong — narrowly cheated death.

Now he faces weeks of skin grafts.

He was one of two men who con-
tracted the flesh-eating bacterial dis-
ease necrolising fasciitis, sparking an
investigation into the actions of a
Samoan tattooist.

A third man contracted cellulitis,
an acute skin inflammation linked to
an infected wound.

; lt 15 understood the tattooist, who

~ a normal

Dangerous beauty: Traditionally the
tattooist is responsible for the hygiene
of the equipment, a bone comb dipped
into a black candlenut ink and tapped
directly into the skin. The process can
be agonising, but pain relief is used and
the person receiving the tattoo is
expected to remain quiet.

the rapid spread of the infection.
“The infection spread very rap-
idly. We could almost see the borders
of it growing hour by hour. All the
skin that had been tattooed had
melted away and the fat was liquefied
underneath — it just rotted away.”
Nearly 25 per cent of the patient’s
total body surface, including skin, fat
and infected tissue was removed, said
Mr Davis, who performed the surgery
with fellow plastic surgeon Tim
Hewitt and anaesthetist Poleon Yee.
“He lost five litres of blood in the
operation, the whole blood volume of
person.” - }
The man was now in a stable con-
dition, Mr Davis said, but faced a long
d painful recovery, ncluding sldn
‘over several weeks.
)0, which took severa]
the pat:ent's abdumen.




