Little pioneer: Two-year-old Alex Cantwell with mother Margaret. Springs in her skull are helping to reshape her head
in much the same way that dental braces work. Piclure. ROSS GIBLIM




Novel

treatment
to reshape
girl’s head

KELLY ANDREW

A LOWER HUTT toddler has become the
first person in the southern hemisphere
to have radical surgery that has left her
with springs in her skull in an effort to
reshape it

Alex Cantwell, 2, developed a misshap-
en head after spendmg several weeks ly-
ing in a neonatal incubator. She had been
born nine weeks premature, and long
periods lying on her side meant her head
became flat on its sides with a bulbous
forehead.

Earlier this vear, a concerned paedia-
trician referred her to Hutt Hospital
where her parents, Margaret and Steve
Cantwell, met plastic surgeon Charles
Davis. He told them about a novel tech-
nique developed overseas — spring as-
sisted' suwrgery — that could normalise
their daughter’s head shape using wire
springs embedded in her skull.

The outward pressure of the horse-
shoe-shaped springs would gradually,

' over months, nudge the plates of the skull
into the correct position. When the skull
was in the desired place, the wires, simi-
}';r to those used in orthodontics, would

> SPRING-ASSISTED SURGERY

small holes drilled in her skull. She went
intohospital on a Sunday, had the opera-
tion the next day, and was home two days
later. By Friday, she. wasrunnumamund
outside.

The springs are visible up close as
ridges under her scalp, Thesr will not be
removed till May next year, but their
impact on Alex's uppem-ance had been
dramatic, Mrs Cantwell said. “Friends
/ he's had the procedure
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